About the VCU Guitar Program

The VCU Guitar Program is a vibrant part of the VCU Department of Music. Several of our alumni are teaching or have taught at VCU and at other universities, including Norfolk State University, the College of William & Mary, Christopher Newport University, the University of Richmond, and Randolph-Macon College. In addition, several of our graduates are currently teaching privately and in Virginia public and private schools.

For many years, the VCU Guitar Series and the Guitar and Other Strings Series brought nationally and internationally acclaimed guitarists to the VCU campus for concerts and master classes. Past performers include William Kanengiser, Manuel Barrueco, Eliot Fisk, Dennis Koster, David Russell, Simon Dinnigan, the Washington Guitar Quintet, Charlie Byrd (jazz), John Jackson (blues), Torcuato Zamora (flamenco), Miguelito (flamenco), Leo Kottke (finger-style), and Tony Rice (bluegrass).

The Silva-Patykula Merit Scholarship provides financial assistance to outstanding undergraduate guitar majors. Contact John Patykula at jtpatyku@vcu.edu for additional information on how to support.
The VCU Friends of Music Scholarship Fund continues to assist many of our VCU Music students with necessary scholarship funds making it possible for them to pursue their education.  To contribute to this fund online, please go to: support.vcu.edu/give/Arts - scroll to “Friends of Music.” For additional information on how to support VCU Music, please email music@vcu.edu .  Your support is valuable and appreciated!
Department of Music

Virginia Commonwealth University

922 Park Avenue, Room 132

PO Box 842004

Richmond, VA 23284-2004

804-828-1166  
 music@vcu.edu

www.vcumusic.org
[image: image2.png]C om m o n w e a

v e

r




[image: image1.png]arts

Department of Music



An Afternoon

of

Classical Guitar
The VCU Community Guitar Ensemble

Directed by John Patykula

4:00 p.m.
 Sunday, July 27, 2025
Sonia Vlahcevic Concert Hall
W.E. Singleton Center for the Performing Arts

922 Park Avenue
Virginia Commonwealth University

Richmond, VA

VCU Community Guitar Ensemble   John Patykula, director
Jodi Austin                                Natalie Mitchell
Lynn Basham                            Mikiyas Negussie                    

Beatriz Castro                           Beth Premo                                               

Margaret Colohan                     Ashley Purisima
Heidi Csallner                           David Robinson
Alex Fardon                              Kathy Robinson  
Michael Gillespie                       Sammy Robinson  
Michael Godin                          Cliff Stevenson
Jon Lamp                                  Ryan Stubbs
Patrick Mahloy                          Alex Turney
Seamus McDaniel                      Lucas White
Andrew McEvoy                       James Wiznerowicz                                                

Guest artists:

John Bullard, classical banjo

Betsy Podsiadlo, soprano                                                

Established in 1986 by John Patykula, the VCU Community Guitar Ensemble is open to classical guitarists in the Richmond community. Over the years, the ensemble has performed at the Richmond International Music Festival, Richmond’s Big Gig summer festival, the Experiencing Villa-Lobos Festival, and the VCU Flamenco Festival. The ensemble was the resident ensemble for VCU’s Guitar and Other Strings Series for many years.
Program
Villano y Ricercare from Fantasia para un Gentilhombre               Joaquín Rodrigo

                                                                                                              arr. J.Patykula

Andrew McEvoy, guitar

with the VCU Community Guitar Ensemble

Pavana-Capricho, Op. 12                                                                       Isaac Albéniz

Ashley Purisima, guitar

Adagio from Concerto in D minor                                              Alessandro Marcello 
                                                                                                arr. J.Bullard/J.Patykula                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
John Bullard, classical banjo

with the VCU Community Guitar Ensemble

Bourrée from Partita No. 3                                                       Johann Sebastian Bach
                                                John Bullard, classical banjo
Sunday Morning Overcast                                                                      Andrew York
Seamus McDaniel, guitar 

Canción de cuna para dormir un negrito             Xavier Montsalvatge, arr. J.Patykula
Betsy Podsiadlo, soprano

with the VCU Community Guitar Ensemble

Scherzo-vals                                                                                           Miguel Llobet

Cliff Stevenson, guitar
Masala                                                                                                Stephan Bormann
Kathy and David Robinson, guitar duo

Las Banderas                                                                                        David Robinson

Betsy Podsiadlo, soprano

with the VCU Community Guitar Ensemble

Trot Please                                                                                                  John Bullard
John Bullard, classical banjo

Homenaje (Tombeau sur la Morte de Claude Debussy)                      Manuel de Falla
 Andrew McEvoy, guitar

Ritual Fire Dance                                                        Manuel de Falla, arr. J.Patykula
VCU Community Guitar Ensemble
