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About the Department




The Department of Interior Design’s mission is to provide an intellectually rigorous, studio-based experience grounded in the issues of interior architecture.




The department develops in its students an enduring passion and curiosity for their work, a determination to continually seek quality in their endeavors, an ability to reflect constructively upon their actions as individuals and a responsibility for their lifelong education.




The department focuses students’ professional activities while encouraging connections between these activities and the larger forum of ideas that enrich their culture and environment.




One of the oldest programs of its kind in U.S., we offer a curriculum that balances academic study with professional training, helping students gain both conceptual knowledge and technical skill.




Our BFA in Interior Design and MFA in Design (Interior Environments) degree programs are accredited by CIDA, the Council for Interior Design Accreditation.




Our alumni are commercial designers, hospitality designers, residential designers, museum and exhibition designers and lighting designers. 

We have over a hundred undergraduate and graduate students from all over the U.S. and abroad.













Your gift to the VCUarts Department of Interior Design helps provide scholarships for our talented students, promote faculty research and host world-class artists.





Donate to VCUarts Interior Design
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[image: ]
[image: ]

							
						

						
							
								Katy Ashford
							

							
								Instructor/Adjunct Faculty
							

													

					
	
						
							
								


[image: ]
[image: ]

							
						

						
							
								Anthony Brozna
							

							
								Instructor/Adjunct Faculty
							

																												

					
	
						
							
								


[image: ]
[image: ]

							
						

						
							
								Terry Davis
							

							
								Instructor/Adjunct Faculty
							

																												

					
	
						
							
								


[image: ]
[image: ]

							
						

						
							
								Ruth Deibler
							

							
								Instructor/Adjunct Faculty
							

																												

					
	
						
							
								


[image: ]
[image: ]

							
						

						
							
								Caroline Eddy
							

							
								Instructor/Adjunct Faculty
							

																												

					
	
						
							
								


[image: Patrick Gegen headshot]
[image: Patrick Gegen headshot]

							
						

						
							
								Patrick Gegen
							

							
								Instructor/Adjunct Faculty
							

													

					
	
						
							
								


[image: ]
[image: ]

							
						

						
							
								Jessie Gemmer
							

							
								Instructor/Adjunct Faculty
							

																												

					
	
						
							
								


[image: ]
[image: ]

							
						

						
							
								Filipa Arinto de Carvalho Godinho
							

							
								Instructor/Adjunct Faculty
							

																												

					
	
						
							
								


[image: Conlan Northcutt Profile]
[image: Conlan Northcutt Profile]

							
						

						
							
								Conlan Northcutt
							

							
								Instructor/Adjunct Faculty
							

													

					
	
						
							
								


[image: ]
[image: ]

							
						

						
							
								Pier Pierandrei
							

							
								Instructor/Adjunct Faculty
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						Degree Programs

					

													
						
							This studio-based program focuses on creating conceptually driven, critical holistic three-dimensional spaces, with the principles of space, form, color and light serving as the foundations of your studies. 
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									Bachelor of Fine Arts in Interior Design 
								

														The department’s relationships with design firms nationwide offer opportunities and access to professional critiques, visiting designers and site visits. Upon graduation, a majority of students enter the field or pursue graduate programs in architecture, graphic design and industrial design.

						

					

									
													
								
									


[image: ]
[image: ]

								

							

												
															
									Master of Fine Arts in Design with a concentration in interior environments: professional entry-level option 
								

														This program is for second-degree seekers who have a proven record of academic excellence and are interested in pursuing a career in interior design.
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									Master of Fine Arts in Design with a concentration in interior environments: post-professional option 
								

														This program educates designers to enrich the quality of life through the design of the near environment. Students with a bachelor’s degree in interior design are invited to apply.
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VCUarts alumna, Jennifer Farris, tells us about the Interior Design program and her experiences in Richmond, VA.



	
					
									
						Student Experience

					

													
						
							Learn about professional preparation and get the information you need about requirements and policies.
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									Student Resources and Facilities
								

														Get the information you need on materials, policies and facilities.
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									Internships and Careers 
								

														Students are required to serve internships in a professional design setting, part of the emphasis on real-world experience, and they receive training in all areas of design, including presentation and communication skills.

Learn more about VCUarts career and internship support.
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									Interior Design Research 
								

														MFA Theses

Pattern Research

mOb Studio
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									2024 VCUarts MFA Thesis Exhibition

								
							

							
								
									March 27, 2024
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									Laura Battaglia and Team Advance to the 2024 DOE Solar Decathlon Design Challenge Finals

								
							

							
								
									March 4, 2024
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									Cullan Kerner: Studio

								
							

							
								
									January 24, 2024
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	            	                    [image: On November 10, VCU’s IDES department organized a trip to the iconic site of Frank Lloyd Wright's Falling Water House in Mill Run, Pennsylvania. Fifty-two students attended, accompanied by professors Tim Hamnett, Emily Smith and Pier Pierandrei. The visit was an excellent opportunity for students to study a masterpiece of organic design: natural materials; structural design anchored to a rock formation; cantilevered terraces over a waterfall – Exposure to these innovative elements helps young designers think outside the box. Learning from architectural legends encourages them to explore functional and aesthetically beautiful design solutions that are also in harmony with the surrounding natural habitat.   #vcuarts #vcuartsinteriordesign #fallingwater #franklloydwrighthouse #franklloydwright #fieldtrip #vcuides]
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            	                    [image: During the summer of 2024, VCU Interior Design will be providing three unique opportunities for students to engage in immersive design experiences! Faculty-led study abroad and study away programs will be offered in Sicily, Italy, on the Eastern Shore of Virginia, and in Sewanee, Tennessee.  Join us next Tuesday, 11/14, from 12:30 - 1:15pm in room 409 Pollak for an information session to learn about program types, dates, costs, experience types, and more!]
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	            	                    [image: On the Boards: Nadia Pazekian, BFA 2024  Project: Steelcase : NEXT Student Design Competition - IDES400, Professor Carleton  Project Description: Plan and design NEXT’s new Dallas, Texas office, measuring approximately 11,000 SF, with required criteria and rooms, also including a mezzanine and monumental stair design. "I chose to approach my design for the space to be centered around two main concepts, in order to bring out the needed values and design intents for inclusivity, wellness, equitable experience, and flexible work communities. One of my concepts is based on the word “continuum”, emphasizing circles and curves in my design. Circles represent infinite life, movement, unifying, and community. These are valuable elements within a work environment to flourish by building communities and collaborating using comfortable and flexible design. I am also choosing the concept of contrast in my material pallet and spacial elements to show emphasis and a dynamic work space communicated to users of the space. I also chose to focus on wellness design in the workspace using the circadian rhyme lighting, custom made wellness area furniture and fixtures  capturing and respecting natural light flow, multi-use sustainable design, flexibility, and including furniture artists to design specifically for the space’s user functions. I am looking forward to developing my ideas more but I feel confident in my concepts driving my project process!"  Stay tuned for more VCU IDES student work, and fill out the link in our bio if you would like to be featured!   #vcuarts #vcuartsides #vcuartsinteriordesign #interiordesignstudents #interiordesign]
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            	                    [image: The Eastern Shore Study Away program is a 3-credit course where VCU Interior Design students spend one week living on the Eastern Shore of Virginia and one week in Richmond, studying what is unique and universal about these waterfront landscapes.  This summer, students asked themselves these questions: What did it mean for us to study this place? What are the geometries, colors, and textures we saw in the nature of the Eastern Shore? These observations were documented through drawings that fueled experiments in glass with our partners at New Ravenna. Thank you to Cean Irminger, New Ravenna Creative Director, and all the other mosaicists guiding us through the process.  Stay tuned for what's to come with the next Eastern Shore Study Away program!  #vcuarts #vcuartsides #vcuartsinteriordesign #interiordesignstudents #interiordesign #vcuessa2022]
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