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About the Department 




Students in Communication Arts explore the powerful and timeless relationship between art and narrative through drawing. A major in Communication Arts will help to broaden your artistic skills and conceptual understandings while giving you the opportunity to explore and expand your interests in observational drawing, digital image making, concept design, comics and graphic novels, storyboarding and mixed-media illustration.









VCUarts | Communication Arts



Your gift to the VCUarts Department of Communication Arts helps provide scholarships for our talented students, promote faculty research and host world-class artists.





Donate to VCUarts Communication Arts
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						Programs

					

													
						
							Our alumni are character and creature designers, concept artists, illustrators for print and web publishing, graphic novelists and scientific illustrators.
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									Bachelor of Fine Arts in Communication Arts 
								

														Broaden your artistic skills and conceptual understandings in courses that include figure drawing, digital 3D studio, visual studies and design, typography, and the history of visual communication.

 

 

						

					

									
													
								
									



[image: students observing a visual effects demonstration]
[image: students observing a visual effects demonstration]

								

							

												
															
									Bachelor of Fine Arts in Communication Arts, concentration in visual effects
								

														Develop the technical and artistic skills to create digital visual effects for live action footage with courses in 3D software, digital filming, compositing and motion-capture.
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									Minor in visual effects
								

														For students seeking a specialization in the artistic, technical and narrative production of digital visual effects for live action footage.
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                      Project: Ink-wash Self Portrait

                      Course: Fall 2020, Figure Observed

Medium: Ink, gel pen

                      Viv Rathfon
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                      Project: Retrograde

                      Course: Fall 2020, 3D Studio

Medium: Blender

                      Andrew Kennedy
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                      Project: 3D render replicating a film photograph

                      Course: Fall 2020, 3D Studio

Medium: Maya

                      Yumika Fushimi
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                      Project: Bobcat skull

                                            Dan Nacu
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                      Project: Kiwano Spread

                                            Julia Moore
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                      Project: Laternfly

                      Course: Spring 2020, Scientific Illustration

Medium: Watercolor on paper

                      An Na Yang
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                      Project: Fruit Dispute

                      Course: Spring 2020, Digital Drawing

Medium: Adobe Photoshop

                      Camryn Simms
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                      Project: Fish

                                            Michelle Sites
                    

                  

                							

											

					
						
					
					
						
					
				

			

		

	



	
					
									
						Student Experience 

					

													
						
							Meet our faculty, learn about career and internship opportunities, and get the information you need about requirements and policies.
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									Meet our Faculty 
								

														Students in Communication Arts learn and work alongside professionals in the field.
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									Study Abroad
								

														Learn more about the opportunity to study abroad in Florence, Italy.
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									Internships and Careers
								

														The Communication Arts program helps develop creative, flexible and multidisciplinary artists who enjoy greater career possibilities in an increasingly competitive global job market.

The department provides support for students seeking internships and career experiences in the field.

Career opportunities include:

	Art Director
	Children’s Book Illustrator
	Comic Artist/Graphic Novelist
	Digital Animator
	Editorial Illustrator
	Game Designer
	Graphic Designer
	Scientific Illustrator
	Storyboard Artist


						

					

							

			





	
		
			Resources for Students 
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							Precursory Learning							
						

						
							Prior to beginning courses, it is highly recommended that incoming students complete the following tutorials on LinkedIn Learning via their VCU eID.

You can sign into LinkedIn Learning via your myVCU portal. Access in the right sidebar under “Technology Resources.”

The playlist consists of three tutorials:

	Maya Essential Training
	Photoshop Essential Training: The Basics
	Illustrator Essential Training


Once you have completed ALL tutorials, please send your certificates of completion to commarts@vcu.edu

							Back to top
						

					

									
						
							Student Groups							
						

						
							Animation Club

Communication Arts Concept Club

Communication Arts Student Advisory Board (CASAB)

Society of Communication Arts (SOCA)

							Back to top
						

					

									
						
							Computer Requirements 							
						

						
							Learn about the computer requirements for students in communication arts.

View requirements.

							Back to top
						

					

									
						
							Building Access Request							
						

						
							To request swipe card access for Franklin Terrace, please submit the following to Administrative Affairs Coordinator, Morgan Barentt at barnettmb@vcu.edu:

	Name of person requiring access (first and last name)
	Email of person requiring access (ex. rodneyram@vcu.edu)
	Position of person (ex. undergrad, faculty, staff)
	VCU V# (can be found in your myVCU or eServices)
	Department
	Reason for request/need for building access
	Expiration date for access (if applicable)


For faculty and staff: If you are requesting access for multiple people, please include the information above in a spreadsheet, and send as an attachment to barnettmb@vcu.edu.

							Back to top
						

					

									
						
							Health & Wellness							
						

						
								Recreation and Well-Being (RecWell)
	University Counseling Services (UCS)
	University Student Health Services (USHS)


							Back to top
						

					

									
						
							Research/Individual Study, Internships, & Overrides							
						

						
								Research/Individual Study – COAR 392

Communication Arts’ Research/Individual Study (a.k.a. Independent Study) gives students the opportunity to create their own Communication Arts elective class while working one-on-one with a full-time Communication Arts faculty of their choice. The course will subsequently slot as a Communication Arts elective. Students will connect with their advisor to begin their plan for Individual Study, and later reach out to a faculty member to follow through. Once coming to an agreement with their chosen faculty member, they will complete the online request form for full approval and an override into the course is then provided. The student will have worked out specific projects to be completed and a timeline for their meetings and due dates. The course connects students to faculty giving students the opportunity to manage their work schedule, research topics on their own, and present their work in a professional setting.
	The structuring, research, execution and presentation of an independent project in visual communications under the direction of a faculty advisor. The student will be encouraged to become a self-generating problem seeker and solver with the ability to carry out self-stated goals.



	Communication Arts Internship – COAR 492

Communication Arts’ Internship is a for-credit internship that provides students with a professional work experience where they also receive Communication Arts elective credits. Students will work with their advisor to discuss specifics and outline the process of acquiring internships that coincide with their artistic and/or career goals. The program has a set list of organizations that are pre-approved for offering internships to Communication Arts students, or students may choose to find other opportunities on their own. Internships for-credit are a great way for students to get professional experience and training in their field while at the same time receiving Communication Arts elective credits.
	Supervised pragmatic work experiences. Training is provided under the direction and supervision of qualified professional practitioners.



	Overrides: An override allows a student to bypass major restrictions and time conflicts. Please contact your advisor to request an override.


							Back to top
						

					

							

			






View the VCUarts Safety Guide
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									2024 VCUarts MFA Thesis Exhibition

								
							

							
								
									March 27, 2024
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									2024 VCUarts BFA Senior Capstone Exhibition

								
							

							
								
									March 11, 2024
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									Watch Your Step: Historical Tours at The Anderson

								
							

							
								
									February 24, 2024
								

							

						

														

				
					
				
				
					
				
			

			





	
					
									
						Exhibitions and Showcases

					

													
						
							The Department of Communication Arts hosts annual opportunities for students to showcase their work. 
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															Exhibitions at The Anderson 

														Annual student exhibition.
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															Senior Expo

														The Comm Arts Senior Expo is the annual year-end tabling event for the graduating class. Seniors build booths to promote their art, sell prints + merch, and connect with the VCU community.
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                                  Email: commarts@vcu.edu
                                                  Phone: 804.828.4340  |  Fax: 804.828.8357
                              

            

                                
              Address

              
                
                  Franklin Terrace
812 West Franklin Street, Suite 201
Richmond, Virginia 23284-4508

 

Mailing Address:

P.O. Box 842508
Richmond, Virginia 23284-4508
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				Virginia Commonwealth University

School of the Arts

325 North Harrison Street, Box 842519

Richmond, VA 23284-2519

			

			
				arts@vcu.edu
				804-VCU-ARTS
			

			
					
							
								
									Visit VCUarts on Facebook
								
							
						
	
							
								
									Visit VCUarts on LinkedIn
								
							
						
	
							
								
									Visit VCUarts on YouTube
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